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Greetings, Friends.
	 The word momentous comes 
to mind as I write this message — 
the campus is alive with extraordi-
nary activity, energy and anticipa-
tion. Not merely because of anoth-
er record fall enrollment and the 
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joy of a beautifully renovated building, but in what I sense as an excite-
ment on the part of the students, faculty and staff. There is an eagerness 
to learn/teach and participate in the many other activities – athletics, 
theater production, music, PTK, adventure education, and the wide vari-
ety of clubs that exist.
	 In this issue of LINKS you will find articles which are intended to 
share our excitement. 
	 The front page story, describing the Aiken Hall renovation project, 
illustrates our commitment to provide a living and learning environment 
consistent with our mission.  
	 On page seven you will find an article that details some of the many 
service projects that members of Landmark’s Beta Epsilon Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa undertake. The article, “So What is There to Do in 
Putney?” (pg. 14) highlights some of the opportunities that students 
have outside the classroom. 
	 There are articles that detail changes that have been made in the 
areas of assistive technology and information technology and how these 
changes are influencing our classrooms. I hope you will spend a few 
minutes reading about the Landmark College Institute for Research and 
Training and the projects and activities that they have undertaken.
	 In this issue of LINKS we also recognize the many individuals, 
organizations and foundations that have donated so generously to the 
College during the past year. I am also pleased to note that we are now 
working with Ellen Stimson, principal and founder of isabelpratt, a 
full-service development agency. Ellen’s dynamic approach is breathing 
new life into our advancement activities, and I am working closely with 
her to pursue our advancement objectives and plans. I encourage you to 
read her article on page 13.
	 It is, indeed, an exciting time to be a part of this wonderful col-
lege that transforms the lives of so many young men and women. I feel 
extremely fortunate to be leading Landmark into its 25th year and its 
bright and successful future.

Landmark Chosen as One of 11 U.S. 
Schools to Participate in Worldwide 
Initiative
	 Caroline Eisner loves technology — a character-
istic you wouldn’t expect from someone who earned 
her Ph.D. in English literature. “Mixing technology 
with humanities has always come naturally,” she 
said. “In fact, I put myself through graduate school 
by working as a technology consultant.”
	 She’s also a passionate educator with a special 
interest in improving the delivery of learning. “At 
every school, college or university, it’s paramount 
that we better understand how our students learn and 
how we can enhance their learning experience.”
	 Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean at 
Landmark College, Dr. Eisner is putting her affinity 
for technology and learning to work in advancing the 
mission and reputation of Landmark College. She is 
spearheading Landmark’s new partnership with the 
prestigious Liberated Learning Consortium, a worldwide initiative dedicated to advancing 
speech-recognition technology to eliminate barriers to learning and improve access to infor-
mation. The College is one of just 21 partners selected to participate.
	 “The Liberated Learning project will give Landmark a national platform to make its 
teaching and learning visible by asking if speech recognition software enhances the learning 
environment, and if so, how? And, if how, why? And when? And for whom?” explained Dr. 
Eisner. “In other words, do these technologies enhance student learning and increase student 
outcomes, especially for students with learning disabilities and AD/HD? Will these tech-
nologies help create better teachers and better instruction?”
	 One reason why Dr. Eisner sought Landmark’s involvement in the Liberated Learning 
initiative was the rich opportunities it will offer the College’s faculty and students. 
“Landmark’s faculty members can take great pride in the knowledge and professional 
insights they have developed; this project will enable us to showcase their experiences with 
a broader audience. In addition, our students will have the chance to participate in a hands-
on way in the research,” she said.
	 Institutions from Australia, Canada, China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Spain, the United 
Kingdom and the United States are partnering on the project. “In the United States, 
our partner schools are the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), University of 
Massachusetts Boston, Messiah College and Purdue University,” noted Dr. Eisner. 
	 “Over the coming year, we’ll be reaching out to the Landmark community to seek their 
support and involvement,” she added. “Anyone interested in learning more can  visit www.
liberatedlearning.com or contact my office directly to explore ways they can be involved.”

New 
Liberated 
Learning 
Project 
Offers the 
Chance to 
Showcase 
Landmark’s 
Strengths
By Mary Kukovich
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President Katz 
Honored
	 Landmark College President Dr. Lynda 
J. Katz received a Distinguished Leader in 
Education Award during Education Update’s 
annual Special Education Conference.
	 Presenting the award was Dr. Bonnie 
Brown, Superintendent of Special Education 
District 75 in New York, a citywide 23,000-stu-
dent public school district that serves chil-
dren with special needs. Dr. Brown noted Dr. 
Katz’s prestigious credentials and remark-
able successes at the College, applauding her 
for having a mindset that sees Landmark “not 
as a last chance [but as] a bridge to learning, 
a safe harbor for students with a variety of 
disorders.” Dr. Katz accepted on behalf of 
all educators “who have taken on the task 
of ensuring all students are served, whatever 
their learning styles or abilities.”
	 Other educators honored at the confer-
ence were Merryl H. Tisch, Ed.D., a member 
of the New York State Board of Regents, 
and Jeffrey M. Halperin, Ph.D., a psychol-
ogy professor at Queens College and the 
Graduate Center of the City University of 
New York (CUNY).
	 Later in the spring Dr. Katz was named a 
Carlow Laureate by her alma mater, Carlow 
University. She was one of eight alumnae 
to receive the honor, which was initiated 
as part of the university’s 80th anniversary 
celebration. Carlow Laureates are recognized 
for their outstanding academic achievements 
and professional contributions. 
	 The other 2009 Carlow Laureates include: 
Georgia Morello Decker, Judge Stephanie 
Domitrovich, Dr. Marianne Felice, Jeanne 
Adamson Gleason, Sister Margaret Hannan, 
Beverly Kowalski Kaniecki and Sister Ida 
Mularikal.
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