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Landmark 
College 
Adopts  
A New 
Mission 
Statement

	 At the Landmark College Board of Trustees meeting in May, 2007, the following new 
Mission Statement was adopted:

Our Impact
	 Landmark College is a two-year liberal arts institution of higher education, serving stu-
dents with learning disabilities and attention deficit disorders, which fosters the capacity for 
independent creative thought, and engaged and responsible world citizenship. Integrating 
principles of universal design and strategic learning within a technology-rich, learning-cen-
tered environment, Landmark’s faculty and staff bring unprecedented experience and exper-
tise to their work with students. In the classrooms and residence halls, through the advising 
model, and through an extensive network of support systems, students receive a high degree 
of individual attention as they develop self-understanding, self-advocacy, and lifelong learn-
ing skills, and learn to function autonomously in mainstream settings.
	 In recognition of the great societal need for effective educational programs and prac-
tices, the Landmark College Institute for Research and Training engages in and supports 
research relevant to the field, and provides consultancy and professional development 
opportunities to educators and educational systems, both nationally and internationally, 
extending our mission across the nation and throughout the world. 

	 Through programs for high school and 
visiting college students, on our Vermont 
campus and in other settings, Landmark 
seeks to reach a broader population of 
students than it can serve in its degree pro-
grams alone, providing short-term courses 
of study focused on self-understanding and 
strategy development, with the goal of pre-
paring students to better succeed in their 
own academic settings.
	 Landmark College acknowledges but 
does not accept the societal practice of 
labeling and stigmatizing students who learn 
differently. Every aspect of the campus 
environment is designed to promote indi-
vidual development and peer interactions 
that challenge the fundamental assumptions 
inherent in these labels and that build on the 
strengths and talents that accompany differ-
ent ways of learning. The College provides 
a collaborative teaching and learning envi-
ronment that supports students in finding 
their own educational uniqueness and in 
confidently engaging with and contributing 
to society and the world. Simply put, we 
approach every student as a distinctive indi-
vidual learner with enormous potential and 
promise.

Our Mission
	 Landmark College’s mission is to transform the way students learn, educators teach 
and the public thinks about education. We provide highly accessible approaches to 
learning that empower individuals who learn differently to exceed their aspirations and 
to achieve their greatest potential. Through the Landmark College Institute for Research 
and Training, the College aims to extend its mission across the nation and throughout 
the world.

	 Andre Tuinzing was the guest speaker 
at Landmark’s 2006/07 Athletic Awards 
night. Andre graduated from Landmark in 
1998, having captained the soccer team 
and been an active participant in the box-
ing program. Andre transferred to American 
University in Washington where he played 
Division 1 soccer. From there he transferred 
to Dominican University in San Rafael 
California with a soccer scholarship. He 
graduated from Dominican University with 
a Master Degree in Business. He currently 
works as a sales manager for a San Rafael 
based web design company.

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Andre was well-known at Landmark for his 
sense of humor and athletic prowess. We 
don’t know if his athleticism is as sharp but 
his ability to make us laugh is still there. 
After denigrating the ping-pong skills of the 
Athletic Director and recalling some bizarre 
occurrences in the dorms, he recalled his 
American University soccer experience. 
After spending two years at Landmark his 
offers of soccer scholarships had dried up. 
The coach at American said he could walk 
on and compete for a spot on the team 
with a freshman, who was also applying 
to American. It was then that 5’ 10” Andre 
met a strapping 6’4” 24 year-old who 
had played on the Trinidad national team. 
Andre didn’t make the traveling squad, 
but stayed on the team as a member of the 
practice squad. After two semesters the star 
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was unable to continue. Andre took his place as a fully-fledged member of the American 
University Eagles. In what seemed to Andre the greatest of ironies it was his academics that 
finally allowed him to realize his dream of playing Division 1 soccer. He credited Landmark 
College with giving him the tools to succeed. The saga of his struggles and eventual success 
was not lost on the Landmark student athletes and coaches present. The applause after his 
speech was loud and long.
	 Following the guest speaker all of the athletic team coaches gave out assorted achieve-
ment awards, including Rookie, Most Improved, and Most Valuable Player. Athletic 
Director Jim Austin made special mention of two new coaches on the Landmark athletic 
scene. Steve Stanley brought a wealth of baseball knowledge and took the assistant coach-
ing position with head coach John Wood. Steve was also installed as intramural coordinator. 
Trish Griffin is a new RD who took the assistant women’s basketball position with head 
coach Jen Becki. Trish also took a co-
coaching assignment with Kate Forster on 
the women’s softball team. Both are young, 
energetic and fun. They are already a popu-
lar addition if rousing applause from the 
student athletes is any indication.
	 The Male and Female Athletes of the 
Year presentation was a highlight of the 
awards ceremonies. Trish Griffin handed the 
Female Athlete of the Year Award to Skylar 
Fritz of Honolulu HI. Sky was a force for 
the successful women’s basketball team as a 
power forward. She also played on the soft-
ball team and won top woman in two rock 
climbing competitions. (See separate article 
elsewhere in this issue.) It was pointed out 
to the crowd that in her spare time she loves 
water polo. 
	 For the first time since 1993 Jim Austin 
handed out dual Male Athlete of the Year 
Awards to Jamie Killens and Nick Braley. 
In his words “if you are lucky enough to 
have two athletes of equal ability, leadership 
skills, guts and integrity it would be a shame 
to choose one over the other.” Both men 
starred on the men’s soccer team and both 
were team captains. Jamie also played on 
the 2007 baseball team.
	 Many thanks to the coaches John Wood, 
Bill Dixon, Trish Griffin, Kate Forster, 
Jen Becki and Steve Stanley, trainer Justin 
Battiste, scorekeepers Steven Querrey, Ryan 
Ward and Austin Huettl for making the 
2006-07 sports season successful.

Erratum
In our Spring 2007 edition, within the page three article DRIVEN BY LANDMARK’S MISSION, we erroneously iden-
tified Mr. Charles Manley’s daughter as “Julia.” Ms. Manley’s correct first name is “Julie.” We apologize for the error.

Female Athlete of the Year Skylar Fritz with guest speak-
er/LMC alumnus Andre Tuinzing

Male Athletes of the Year Jamie Killens and Nick Braley 
(above) and Skylar Fritz with Coach Tricia Griffin (below)


