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Greetings Friends,	
	 Welcome to another exciting edition of LINKS. There is great 
enthusiasm on this campus, as we recently gathered to celebrate a 
Convocation marking both the largest entering and total enrolled class 
in our history, and the beginning of our 23rd year of offering the finest 
undergraduate experience in the world for students with learning differ-
ences. 
	 I am certain that this will be yet another year of significant success 
and accomplishment, and we are eager to host new and returning par-
ents at our upcoming Family Weekend, where many of our programs 
will be showcased. In this issue, you will also learn about some of the 
many groundbreaking activities and accomplishments that are occur-
ring on the Landmark College campus, from a new National Science 
Foundation research grant awarded to the Institute for Research and 
Training, to our first Golf Classic fund raiser for Landmark scholar-
ships.
	 I have been struck this year at how energetic and exciting the cam-
pus appears. Whether it is in our dining facilities, in the Strauch Family 
Student Center, the Click Family Sports Center, the residence halls, the 
classroom buildings, or the library, there exists an unprecedented inten-
sity and level of energy. It is certainly a delight to be on the campus, 
and I feel extremely fortunate to be leading this College into its 23rd 
year and its bright and successful future.Dr. Katz
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Erratum
	 We apologize to Landmark student James 
Wellman and his family for an erroneously 
captioned photograph in our last issue of LINKS 
(Summer 07).
	 On page 8, we captioned a photograph of 
James and his mother as being that of student 
Eric Hume. The photograph is reproduced here 
with the correct caption.
	 Again our apologies to James and his very 
proud mom!

James Wellman with proud mom

	 The Environmental Stewardship Council stemmed from informal discussions spear-
headed by faculty member, Rich Grumbine, among a cross departmental group of faculty, 
staff and administrators back in the early fall of 2000. These conversations centered on a 
commonly shared concern about the natural environment and the desire to “do something 
about it” here at the College. The Council was formally sanctioned by the President in the 
spring semester of 2001. The first chair appointed was staff member, Bill Pearson, who 
brought a deep-seated passion to his duties, and shared his vision for a college-wide adop-
tion of the principles of sustainability. Constantly pushing for new ways to make a differ-
ence, the Council established small “action groups,” including a group dealing with recy-
cling, one for trees and landscape, one for energy, and one for education. The Council has 
been actively pursuing a number of initiatives over the years, accounting for some impres-
sive successes and ongoing projects, such as:

•	 energy saving measures implemented through large and small renovation projects, 	 	
	 which will represent in excess of $500,000 of savings over the next ten years 
•	 the Change-a-Light pilot project, which involved students and faculty alike and offered a
	 one-to-one exchange of compact-fluorescent bulbs for incandescents, resulting in a reduc-
	 tion of CO2 emissions by about 47,780 pounds (over the life of the bulbs). This pilot pro-
	 gram will be continued at the beginning of each semester with any new incoming students
•	 a continued effort to establish a well-funded and operational system of college-wide 	 	
	 recycling of paper, cardboard, cans, bottles, and computers
•	 the goal to move towards 100% usage of “30% recycled content paper” in all copy 	 	
	 machines around the College (about 4,000,000 sheets of copy paper are processed each
	 year, and only 1,400, 000 of those are currently “recycled content” paper)
•	 the use of auxiliary vehicles for the Facilities and Security Departments, instead of 	 	
	 gasoline powered trucks
•	 the establishment and funding of a landscape master plan, planting native species of 	 	
	 trees and shrubs, reducing our net carbon footprint, and focused on a sustainable future
•	 true stewardship of the land.

	 More detailed information about the Council is available through the College’s Intranet. 
Though the successes are notable, more remains to be done. The Council, like the College, 
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	 The Landmark College Institute for 
Research and Training has been awarded yet 
another federal grant, this time through the 
National Science Foundation’s Research in 
Disabilities Education program. 
	 This award, Universal Design in 
College Algebra: Customizing Learning 
Resources for Two Year Students with 
Learning Disabilities (“UD Algebra”), pro-
vides LCIRT with approximately $100,000 
in funding to conduct an 18-month research 
and development project to evaluate public 
domain, web-based algebra resources. The 
project will examine the effectiveness of 
these resources as ancillary materials for 
struggling students in community college 
developmental mathematics classes. 
	 The grant provides LCIRT funds to 
work with 3 community colleges (Berkshire 
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Community College and Holyoke Community College, both in Massachusetts, and Suffolk 
County Community College in Selden, New York), as well as at Landmark. The grant will 
enable LCIRT personnel to conduct usability evaluations in our Universal Design lab, and 
to work with Landmark College students to improve the design of the software so that it is 
more usable and accessible for students with LD. We will then develop a training guide to 
support community college faculty members in incorporating the software as a part of their 
mathematics curriculum.
	 There are many notable aspects to this grant. It will provide exciting opportunities for 
our students to use their skills, talents, and experience to improve education for struggling 
students enrolled in community colleges throughout the nation. All Landmark College stu-
dents will be invited to participate in usability evaluations and grant funds will be available 
to compensate students for their time. It will provide LCIRT with a superb opportunity to 
demonstrate the relevance of its approach and its capabilities to the greater academic com-
munity. It is a research grant - the first ever awarded to Landmark College - and therefore 
provides enhanced credibility and stature to the Institute and College.
	 Staff in the Grants and Sponsored Projects department – led by Kelly Fadden – and 
within LCIRT – led by Dr. Steve Fadden – deserve great credit for this and other recent 
grant successes. Through activities like these, LCIRT realizes a key intention of the College, 
to “extend its mission across the nation and throughout the world.”

is still evolving, and looks for new ideas 
and new energy. We welcome student and 
community involvement. Our activities are 
straightforward, but if supported by all, they 
will impact not only our small community, 
but as far and wide as each of our students, 
friends, and visitors travel. Landmark 
College makes a difference in the lives of 
many, and the Environmental Stewardship
Council (ESC) is another vehicle for doing so.


