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Landmark 
Faculty 
and Board 
Present 
at Annual 
AHEAD 
Conference
By Alicia Brandon

	 The thirtieth anniversary of AHEAD ( Association on Higher Education and Disability) 
was celebrated at this year’s annual conference, held in Charlotte, NC from July 17-21, 
under the banner, CROWNING THIRTY YEARS OF COMMITMENT. The theme of the 
gathering, ...OF PRIDE, PREJUDICE AND PASSION, featured six full days of topics, 

	 A $100,000 gift from a retired read-
ing teacher and learning specialist has been 
used to establish The Jean Kirby Broehl 
Scholarship Fund, providing the opportu-
nity for students in need to benefit from a 
Landmark College education.
	 Mrs. Broehl, whose own college educa-
tion was interrupted by marriage and war, 

The Jean 
Kirby 
Broehl 
Scholarship 
Fund 
Estab-
lished At 
Landmark 
College
By Mary Kukovich

followed her husband, Wayne, to Dartmouth College in 1954 when he joined the faculty 
of the Tuck School of Business. She eventually completed her undergraduate degree from 
the University of Illinois by transferring credit from classes she took at Dartmouth before it 
became co-ed. She holds the distinction of being the first woman to have credits transferred 
from Dartmouth. 
	 She also earned a master's degree in education from the University of Pennsylvania 
and studied under Alice Garside at the Language Clinic at Massachusetts General Hospital, 
learning her Gillingham Program.
	 According to Mrs. Broehl, she first became aware of children with reading difficulties 
while working as a teacher’s aide at Hanover Elementary School in New Hampshire. She 
was surprised to find that four of her fourth grade students were unable to read. “I knew 
they were perfectly capable, but for some reason they were not able to read. Remedial read-
ing was not working,” she said. “I thought it would be best to go to Boston and study the 
Gillingham program.”
	 After learning the program “top to bottom,” Mrs. Broehl went to Woodstock Elementary 
School in Vermont as a reading and learning specialist. When she discovered that more 
than one-third of the students needed tutoring, she recruited volunteers in the community 
and taught them how to be reading tutors. Within three years, all the Woodstock elementary 
students were reading at grade level or better. She continued to teach over the next decade 
with the same positive results. After retirement, she volunteered as a tutor, helping countless 
illiterate adults learn to read.
	 Mrs. Broehl said she learned about Landmark while reading the JOURNAL OF 
LEARNING DISABILITIES and continued to follow the school over the years. Landmark, 
she said, “was doing it right — small classes, making adaptations to meet young people’s 
needs.” She decided to donate money to establish a scholarship.
	 “I thought maybe I could help some students get the kind of innovative educational sup-
port that only a school like Landmark can offer,” she said.Jean Kirby Broehl

Back row - Mayu Hamada, Assistive Technology Development Organization, Yoshihiko Kobayashi, Shiobara National 
Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilites, and Noriko Lida, Japanese Society for Rehabilitation of Persons with 
Disabilites.  Front row - Alicia Brandon and Dr. Thomas E. Brown

World 
Usability 
Day New 
England 
2007 - 
Preparing 
for Year 
Three
By Julie Strothman

	 On November 8, 2007, over 175 events 
will be held across the globe to celebrate 
World Usability Day (WUD). The goal of 
the celebration is to increase awareness 
about the importance of usability and user-
centered design. The Usability Professionals 
Organization coordinates these events.
	 For the third consecutive year, 
Dartmouth College and Landmark College 
are jointly organizing World Usability Day 
New England. This year WUDNE will 
return to the Dartmouth campus. Our theme 
is “universal usability to enhance learning, 
effectiveness, and understanding across 
people of all abilities.” This year’s confer-
ence will offer two tracks, one on Teaching 
& Learning and the other on Web Usability. 
Both tracks will explore ways in which a 
universal usability methodology can be used 
to design classrooms, curricula, instructional 
technology, library services and resources, 
and web sites that are usable by all.

	 We are delighted to announce this year’s keynote speaker: Ben Shneiderman, ‘father’ of 
the field of Human-Computer Interaction (HCI). In recent years, he has been promoting uni-
versal usability through efforts such as his award-winning book, LEONARDO’S LAPTOP: 
HUMAN NEEDS AND THE NEW COMPUTING TECHNOLOGIES, the Conference on 
Universal Usability, and the Conference on Creativity and Cognition. He is the Founding 
Director of the Human Computer Interaction Laboratory at the University of Maryland. 
We are fortunate to have Ben set the stage for our daylong discussions about designing for 
people.
	 The teaching and learning track will offer two presentations. The first, by Manju 
Banerjee (UConn) and Loring Brinckerhoff (ETS), will engage participants in building 
awareness of the principles of universal design in instruction, and the promise and chal-
lenges of implementation through interactive role-playing by the presenters. The second ses-
sion, MAKING E-LEARNING USABLE, will be presented by Michael Rydel and Andre 
Lukatasky of the Hadley School for the Blind. The web usability track will offer presenta-
tions by Marguerite Bergel and Ann Chadwick-Dias (Fidelity Investments) on Universal 
Usability of Dynamic Content and by Sarah Horton on Designing for the Mobile Web.
Back by popular demand, WUDNE 2007 will include a student panel, followed by a 
Speaker’s Roundtable facilitated by Dr. Steve Fadden, Director of the Landmark College 
Institute for Research & Training and Director of Research.
	 Save November 8th and join us up at Dartmouth! Details and registration will be avail-
able at www.dartmouth.edu/~wud.

ranging from E-text Institutes, ADA Law, 
Transitions, Universal Design for Learning, 
Technology, and Self-Determination, 
to Understanding and Supporting 
Adult Students with AD/HD/Executive 
Functioning Challenges.
	 The Understanding and Supporting 
Adult Students with AD/HD/Executive 
Functioning Challenges half-day pre-
conference institute was co-presented by 
Landmark Trustee, Dr. Thomas E. Brown, 
and faculty members, Ellen Engstrom and 
Alicia Brandon. Dr. Brown opened the 
session by providing the audience with an 
overview of the nature of AD/HD augment-
ed by the latest research and case studies for 
presenting a new model for understanding 
AD/HD and EF. Ellen Engstrom followed 
the opening session with a presentation on 
how to support students with AD/HD in 
the postsecondary classroom. Next, Alicia 
Brandon presented on how to support adult 
students with AD/HD outside the classroom. 
Dr. Brown gave the fourth and final presen-
tation of the session, providing information 
and recommendations for postsecondary 
institutions in supporting students with AD/
HD in receiving treatment.
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